50          EASY LESSONS IN EINSTEIN
more sensible to think of things moving through a stationary'time just as we think of them moving through a stationary space. A material point that is at rest, such as the dot of an' i on this page, (we continue to disregard the motion of the earth) is not moving about in space but is moving forward in time. Its track then is a straight line along the time dimension. That is, a material point is a line in the fourth dimension. If you move the page to the right the forward movement of the dot of the i in the time dimension is combined with the sideways motion in a single slanting line. If you move the page simultaneously upward, rightward and backward the track of the point is a line combining the movement in all four dimensions. Such a track of a point moving through space and time is called its "world-line." It is a continuity of one dimension. Any event is the point of intersection of one or more such world lines and we can never observe anything except such intersections. That is to say, everything happens somewhere and sometime.
A picture flashed on a cinema screen has three dimensions. It is, say, 10 feet long and 6 feet high and lasts 1-16 of a second, but it has no thickness. A man necessarily has four dimensions. He may measure from 24 to 72 inches in one dimension, fromthat way of looking at it is just as " true " as the other. But it is simpler and                                                                 i <s f
